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The Capitol Encore Academy School District
Title I Parent/Family Engagement Policy


	In support of strengthening student academic achievement, when the Capitol Encore Academy School district also known as an LEA (local educational agency) receives Title I, Part A funds must develop jointly with, agree on with, and distribute to, parents of participating children a written parental involvement policy that contains information required by section 1118(a) (2) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) (district wide parent involvement policy).  The policy establishes the LEA’s expectations for parental involvement and describes how the LEA will implement a number of specific parental involvement activities, and is incorporated into the LEA’s plan submitted to the State educational agency (SEA).



General Expectations

The Capitol Encore Academy School District agrees to implement the following statutory requirements:

The school district will put into operation programs, activities and procedures for involvement of parents with the Title I, Part A programs, which is consistent with section 1118 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).  Those programs, activities and procedures will be planned and operated with meaningful consultation with parents and participating children.

Consistent with section 118, the school district will work with its school to ensure that the required school-level parental involvement policies meet the requirements of section 1118(b) of the ESEA, and each include, as a component, a school-parent compact consistent with section 1118(d) of the ESEA.

Shared Responsibilities for High Student Performance:
As a component of the school-level parental involvement policy developed under subsection (b), the school shall jointly develop with parents for all children served a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved student achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the State’s high standards.


Such compact shall:
(A) Describe the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that enables the children served under this part to meet the State’s student performance standards, and the ways in which each parent will be responsible for supporting their children’s learning, such as monitoring attendance, homework completion, volunteering in their child’s classroom, and participating as appropriate in decisions relating to the education of their children and positive use of extracurricular time.
(B) Address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an ongoing basis through, at a minimum:
(1) parent-teacher conferences at least annually, during which the compact shall be discussed as the compact relates to the individual child’s achievement;
(2) frequent reports to parents on their children’s progress; and
(3) reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s class and observation of classroom activities.

The school district will incorporate this district wide parental involvement policy into its LEA plan developed under section 1112 of the ESEA.

In carrying out the Title I, Part A parental involvement requirements, to the extent practicable, the school district will provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information and school reports required under section 1111 of the ESEA in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request and to the extent practicable, in a language parents understand.

The school district will be governed by the following statutory definition of the parental involvement, and will carry out programs, activities and procedures in accordance with this definition: Parental involvement means the participation of parents in regular, two way, and meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring:
(1) that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;
(2) that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school;
(3) that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child;
(4) the carrying out of other activities, such as those described in section 1118 of the ESEA.


Description of How District will Implement Required District Wide Parental Involvement Policy Components


 The Capitol Encore Academy School District will take the following actions to involve parents in the joint development of its district wide parental involvement plan under section 112 of the ESEA:
(1) The Capitol Encore Academy School District will establish a district level School Improvement Team (SIT).
(2) There will be at least two parents to serve on the SIT.
(3) At least ten SIT meetings will be scheduled during the school year.  During one of those meetings, parents shall be given to review and provide input on the development of the district wide parental involvement plan, including the following:
(A) The overall nature of the Title I program
(B) Their rights as parents and the obligations of the school district set forth in Title I, including the district policy concerning parent involvement
(C) Procedures for disseminating written information about the program (as prescribed by Federal Statute and State regulations).
(D) Review of written copies of information about the program, including the Federal Statute and regulations, any applicable state or local laws or regulations, and current and prior program applications and evaluations as available.
(E) Review of written communications and policies to ensure that information is in a parent friendly language and format.

The Capitol Encore Academy School District will take the following actions to involve parents in the process of school review and improvement under section 1116 of the ESEA:

(1) Parents will be invited to participate in state mandated school improvement advisory committees.  As members of this committee, parents will participate in the review of data-driven decisions designed to promote school improvement.
(2) Parents participating on the district wide SIT will review and provide input into the development and continuous improvement of the district wide parent involvement plan.
(3) Parents, district staff and school personnel will jointly agree on methods for the district and school officials to consult with parents on aspects of Title I planning, design and implementation, including all phases of: needs assessment, determination of program, goals and objectives, determination of educational strategies, implementation of projects, development of program applications and program evaluations.

The Capitol Encore Academy School District will provide the following necessary coordination, technical assistance, and other support to assist Title I, Part A programs in planning and implementing effective parental involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance and shall be prepared to offer upon request, such support and resources as needed for effective and full parent consultation and involving, including, but not limited to, an ongoing and effective program of training for parents.  This will be developed in consultation with parents.  It will include training concerning federal, state and local legal requirements for the program, how the program actually operates, the rights and responsibilities of parents, and how parents can work effectively with each other and the school, in developing and providing parent consultation and involvement.

The Capitol Encore Academy School District will conduct, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this parental involvement policy in improving the quality of its Title I, Part A program.  The evaluation will include identifying barriers to greater participation by parents in parental involvement activities (with particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, disabled, have limited English proficiency, limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background.)  The school district will use the findings of the evaluation about its parental involvement policy and activities to design strategies for more effective parental involvement, and to revise if necessary its parental involvement policies.

The Capitol Encore Academy School District will work to build the capacity of the school and parents for strong parental involvement, in order to ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school, parents and the community to improve student academic achievement, through the following activities specifically prescribed below:
The school district will, with the assistance of its Title I, Part A, provide assistance to parents of children served by the school district as appropriate, in understanding topics such as the following; the State’s academic content standards, the State’s student academic achievement standards, the State and local academic assessments including alternate assessments, the requirements of Part A, how to monitor their child’s progress and how to work with educators.  They will also provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their child’s academic achievement, such as literacy training and using technology to foster parent involvement.

Title I funds may be used for parent involvement activities, such as the following:
(1) Providing parent liaisons at the school to work with parents
(2) Paying teachers or consultants to provide workshops for parents
(3) Costs of parent involvement meetings
(4) Setting up parent resource centers at school or other locations
(5) Parent newsletters and other communications required by Title I
(6) Paying reasonable and necessary expenses associated with parental involvement activities in order to enable parents to participate in school related meetings and training sessions.

The Capitol Encore Academy School District will, with the assistance of its parents, educate its teachers, pupil service personnel, administration and other staff, in how to reach out, communicate with and work with parents as equal partners, in the value and utility of contribution of parents, in implementing and coordinating parent programs and building ties between parents and school.
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